
1689 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Sept. 22 

been resolved. These actions pose a con-
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States. For these 
reasons, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emergency 
declared with respect to persons who com-
mit, threaten to commit, or support ter-
rorism, and maintain in force the com-

prehensive sanctions to respond to this 
threat. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
September 21, 2006. 

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D 
at the end of this volume. 

Message on the Observance of Ramadan 
September 21, 2006 

I send greetings to the many Muslims 
observing Ramadan in America and around 
the world. 

Ramadan is the holiest time of the Mus-
lim year and an important holiday when 
Muslims take time for prayer, fasting, and 
personal sacrifice. According to Islamic 
teachings, this month represents when God 
delivered His word to the prophet Muham-
mad in the form of the Qur’an. Ramadan 
is also an opportunity to gather with friends 
and family and show thanks for God’s bless-
ings through works of charity. 

Ramadan and the upcoming holiday sea-
sons are a good time to remember the 
common values that bind us together. Our 
society is enriched by our Muslim citizens 
whose commitment to faith reminds us of 
the gift of religious freedom in our country. 

Laura and I send our best wishes for 
a blessed Ramadan. Ramadan Mubarak. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: The transcript was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 22. 
An original was not available for verification 
of the content of this message. 

The President’s News Conference With President Pervez Musharraf of 
Pakistan 
September 22, 2006 

President Bush. Thank you very much. 
Please be seated. Laura and I appreciate 
the opportunity to welcome President and 
Mrs. Musharraf here to Washington. We 
remember fondly, Mr. President, your great 
hospitality in Pakistan, and we remember 
the importance of that visit. It reconfirmed 
our friendship, gave you and me a chance 
to discuss important issues. And there’s no 
more important issue than defending our 
peoples. 

This President is a strong defender of 
freedom and the people of Pakistan, and 
I appreciate your leadership. 

President Musharraf. Thank you very 
much. 

President Bush. He understands that we 
are in a struggle against extremists who will 
use terror as a weapon. He understands 
it just about as good as anybody in the 
world; after all, they’ve tried to take his 
life. These extremists, who can’t stand the 
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thought of a moderate leader leading an 
important country like Pakistan, want to kill 
the President. That should say things to 
the people of Pakistan and the people of 
America, that because he has been a strong, 
forceful leader, he has become a target of 
those who can’t stand the thought of mod-
eration prevailing. 

I admire your leadership. I admire your 
courage. And I thank you very much for 
working on common strategies to protect 
our respective peoples. 

We had a good discussion here today. 
We talked about how our intelligence co-
operation can continue. I want to remind 
the people of Pakistan and the people of 
America that because of the good work of 
our intelligence forces and Pakistani intel-
ligence forces, as we helped people in the 
United Kingdom, we prevented the loss of 
innocent life. That kind of cooperation is 
necessary in a world in which extremists 
and radicals are willing to kill to try to 
achieve political objectives. 

We talked about the earthquake recov-
ery, and our Nation was proud to support 
you, Mr. President, because we care when 
we see people suffering. And I was briefed 
by you and your administration when I was 
there, and I was impressed by the great 
organization and compassion shown for the 
Pakistani people by your Government. I 
hope all is going well, particularly for those 
who suffered mightily. 

We talked about economic development 
and the need to move forward on a recon-
struction opportunity zones as well as a bi-
lateral investment treaty. In other words, 
our relationship is more than just helping 
to secure our respective homelands. Ours 
is a relationship that recognizes that 
through economic prosperity, people can 
embetter themselves. 

We had a very interesting briefing on 
the federally administered tribal areas. The 
governor of the areas are with us here, 
and he briefed me and members of my 
national security team on the strategy to 

strengthen governance and to promote eco-
nomic development. 

We talked about education. The first 
time I ever met President Musharraf, he 
talked about the need to make sure that 
school systems in Pakistan worked well. I 
was impressed then and I’m impressed now 
by your commitment to an education sys-
tem that prepares students for the—and 
gives students the skills necessary to com-
pete in a global economy. 

We talked about democracy. The last 
time I was with the President, he assured 
me and assured the people that were listen-
ing to the news conference that there 
would be free and fair elections in Pakistan 
in 2007. He renewed that commitment be-
cause he understands that the best way to 
defeat radicalism and extremism is to give 
people a chance to participate in the polit-
ical process of a nation. 

We talked about India in relations—and 
the President’s relations with India. I was 
pleased to see that in Havana Prime Min-
ister Singh and President Musharraf had 
another discussion. I think it’s very impor-
tant that the issue of Kashmir move for-
ward and be resolved peacefully. And I ap-
preciate your efforts, Mr. President. 

We talked, of course, about Afghanistan. 
And President Musharraf and President 
Karzai and I will have dinner right here 
in the White House next week. And it’s 
going to be an important discussion. It’s 
going to be an important discussion be-
cause one of the most important avenues 
for peace is for Afghanistan to succeed. 
And it’s in our mutual interests that we 
work together to help that country that’s 
been devastated by war succeed. And so 
I’m looking forward to our trilateral discus-
sion, Mr. President. It’s going to be a good 
one, and it’s going to be an interesting one. 
And it’s an important discussion. 

All in all, we’ve had yet another good 
meeting between people who are able to 
speak frankly with each other and people 
who share the common desire for our peo-
ple to live in security and peace. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 10:45 Oct 01, 2010 Jkt 211655 PO 00000 Frm 00378 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\211655A.012 211655Arm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
29

S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

E
A

R
IN

G



1691 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Sept. 22 

Welcome. 
President Musharraf. Thank you very 

much. I would like to, first of all, express 
my gratitude, and also on behalf of my 
entire delegation, for the warmth and hos-
pitality that we have received and many 
courtesies that are being extended to us 
since our arrival in the United States. 

I had an excellent meeting with Presi-
dent Bush. We, first of all, reinforced our 
trust and confidence in each other. I trust 
President Bush, and I have total confidence 
in him that he desires well for Pakistan 
and for our region. And I trust him also 
that he’s trying to do his best for bringing 
peace to the world. And I trust him also 
that he’s trying to resolve the core issue 
of the Palestinian dispute. 

We discussed the entire gambit of rela-
tions bilaterally between the United States 
and Pakistan and also in our region and 
on international issues. Bilaterally, we rein-
forced our desire to have this relationship 
on a long-term basis, broad-based, and a 
strategic relationship. When we are talking 
of broad-based, whatever the President has 
said, it involves all aspects which we dis-
cussed. It has its political and diplomatic 
aspects, which we reinforced, and then our 
desire to fight terrorism and succeed 
against terrorism. 

Other than that issue, in the social sec-
tor, on the economy, how whatever assist-
ance is being given to us, whatever assist-
ance we require, our requests on that— 
especially in the field of trade and invest-
ment, which are the main areas which we 
require assistance in—otherwise, on a 
broad-based level, assistance in the edu-
cation and health sector, on the defense 
side, the F–16 deals, all this was discussed. 

On the regional issues, on the inter-
national plain, we did discuss the core issue 
of the Palestinian dispute, which needs to 
be resolved, and being at the core. And 
I am extremely glad that the President has 
a desire and a will to resolve this Pales-
tinian dispute. I wish him very well because 

that lies at the heart of all problems, even 
at the heart of terrorism and extremism. 

On the regional side, in our region, we 
also discussed the rapprochement going on 
between Pakistan and India. And I proudly 
told the President that we had—I had an 
excellent meeting with Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh in Havana. And it was 
a step forward towards resolution of dis-
putes between India and Pakistan. I did 
tell him on the way forward that we are 
moving on the Kashmir dispute especially. 

Coming on the other side, we had an 
in-depth discussion on what is happening 
in Afghanistan and our tribal agency. They 
are—I explained to him whatever we are 
doing in the form of the peace treaty that 
we have just signed through a grand jirga, 
which is an assembly of elders. 

This treaty is not to deal with the 
Taliban; it is actually to fight the Taliban. 
The misperception in the media, I did clar-
ify to the President. And may I very briefly 
say—and what I explained to the Presi-
dent—that this is a holistic approach that 
we are taking to fighting terrorism in Paki-
stan, in the tribal agencies of Pakistan. This 
is a political site of the holistic strategy— 
the holistic strategy being the military arm 
being used, a political element, an adminis-
trative element, and a reconstruction ele-
ment. 

So we want to move on all these aspects 
forward, confining myself to this deal. This 
deal is not at all with the Taliban; as I 
said, this is against the Taliban, actually. 
This deal is with the tribal elders of North 
Waziristan Agency. And the deal has three 
bottom lines which we fixed for ourselves. 
And this is very important, which I ex-
plained to the President. 

Number one: There will be no Al Qaida 
activity in our tribal agency or across the 
border in Afghanistan. There will be no 
Taliban activity in our tribal agency or 
across in Afghanistan. There will be no 
Talibanization, which is an obscurantic 
thoughts or way of life—no Talibanization. 
So all these three have been agreed by 
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the tribal elders who signed that deal. And 
when they signed the deal, they are 
honorbound—and they have a very strict 
honor code—to not only abide by it but 
also that whoever violates it, they’ll move 
against them. 

So this is, in brief, the deal which I ex-
plained to the President. And I know that 
he’s satisfied with that deal. And maybe 
this shows the light or the way forward 
for bringing peace to the region. 

So this is what we discussed holistically. 
I would like to conclude by saying we had 
a total understanding of views between 
President Bush and myself. And as I said, 
we reinforced our trust and confidence in 
each other. Thank you very much. 

President Bush. Good job. 
Two questions apiece. Deb [Deb 

Riechmann, Associated Press]. 

Pakistan’s Role in the War on Terror 
Q. Mr. President, after 9/11, would the 

United States have actually attacked Paki-
stan if President Musharraf had not agreed 
to cooperate with the war on terrorism? 
He says that the United States was threat-
ening to bomb his country back into the 
Stone Age. 

And, President Musharraf, would Paki-
stan have given up its backing of the 
Taliban if this threat had not come from 
Armitage? 

President Bush. First, let me—she’s ask-
ing about the Armitage thing. The first I’ve 
heard of this was when I read it in the 
newspaper today. You know, I was—I guess 
I was taken aback by the harshness of the 
words. 

All I can tell you is, is that shortly after 
9/11, Secretary Colin Powell came in and 
said, ‘‘President Musharraf understands the 
stakes, and he wants to join and help rout 
out an enemy that has come and killed 
3,000 of our citizens.’’ As a matter of fact, 
my recollection was that one of the first 
leaders to step up and say that the stakes 
have changed, that attack on America that 
killed 3,000 of the citizens needs to be 

dealt with firmly, was the President. And 
if I’m not mistaken, Colin told us that, if 
not the night of September the 11th, short-
ly thereafter. Now, I need to make sure 
I get my facts straight, but it was soon. 

I don’t know of any conversation that 
was reported in the newspaper like that. 
I just don’t know about it. 

President Musharraf. I would like to— 
I am launching my book on the 25th, and 
I am honorbound to Simon and Schuster 
not to comment on the book before that 
day. [Laughter] 

President Bush. In other words, buy the 
book, is what he’s saying. [Laughter] 

Islam/Religious Freedom 
Q. My question is for the U.S. President. 

Your Excellency, President Musharraf has 
issued a call for building bridges and pro-
moting interfaith harmony between the 
West and the Islamic world, which is in 
upheaval and in complete turmoil. So your 
comments of Islamic fascists and then the 
comments of the Pope have inflamed the 
Islamic world. And my question is that— 
would you take the leading role, along with 
President Musharraf, to build these bridges 
and promote interfaith harmony to avert 
any wrong notion of class of civilizations, 
sir? 

President Bush. I appreciate the Presi-
dent’s leadership in promoting harmony. 
There is unbelievable propaganda in the 
Middle East these days that try to inflame 
passion. The propagandists are attempting 
to create conditions where terror is justi-
fied. And so at my speech at the United 
Nations, I stood up and said loud and clear, 
America respects Islam. And we do. We 
don’t respect people who kill in the name 
of Islam to achieve political objectives, like 
the terrorists do. 

As a matter of fact, these extremists ex-
ploit propaganda in order to justify their 
behavior. All of us need to step up and 
talk about a world in which we respect 
each other’s religions. As a matter of fact, 
it’s very important for Muslims around the 
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world to know, there’s a lot of Muslims 
living at peace here in the United States. 
They are proud Americans, and they’re 
equal to me as a citizen. We respect their 
religions. 

I repeat to you, however, that the free 
world and the moderate world must stand 
up to these extremists and not let them 
spread their hateful propaganda, not let 
them try to incite people to acts of vio-
lence, because these extremists are not only 
against Western people, they’re also against 
moderate people. And the President is 
reaching out to help understand—the world 
to understand that the Muslim religion is 
a peaceful religion—is very important. And 
we can help, and we will help. 

One way we can help is to work with 
the Palestinians and the Israelis to achieve 
peace. I’m the first President ever to have 
articulated a two-state solution. I believe 
a Palestinian state, as a democracy living 
side by side with Israel, will yield the 
peace. What’s important is for people to 
understand that in order to have that peace 
and that Palestinian state, people have got 
to recognize Israel’s right to exist in order 
for this to happen. You can’t ask people 
to negotiate with people who say you 
shouldn’t exist. 

We will continue to give aid to people 
who suffer. We didn’t ask the question 
whether—you know, what was the nature 
of the religion of the people who suffered 
in Pakistan when we spent a half a billion 
dollars to help this President. We said, 
they’re suffering, and we want to help. And 
so we will continue to outreach. 

It’s important, however, for people in the 
Middle East to reject the extremist propa-
ganda that is spreading, in many cases, ab-
solute lies about the intentions of the 
United States. They love to say this is a 
war against Islam; I can’t think of anything 
more false. These are moderate, reasonable 
people who reject extremism in order for 
there to be peace. And so I’ll work hard 
to do my part. Thank you for that question. 

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters]. 

Usama bin Laden/Pakistan-U.S. 
Cooperation in the War on Terror 

Q. Thank you, sir. There’s been a back- 
and-forth this week over whether the U.S. 
needs permission to strike inside Pakistan 
if Usama bin Laden is located. Could each 
of you give your position on that? And did 
you—are you satisfied with his assurances 
on the tribal deal? 

President Bush. Well, first of all, I appre-
ciate the briefing on the tribal deal. When 
the President looks me in the eye and says, 
‘‘The tribal deal is intended to reject the 
Talibanization of the people and that there 
won’t be a Taliban and won’t be Al Qaida,’’ 
I believe him, you know. This is a person 
with whom I’ve now had close working re-
lationships for 51⁄2 years. And when he says, 
‘‘If we find—when we find Usama bin 
Laden, he will be brought to justice,’’ I 
believe him. And we’ll let the tactics speak 
for themselves after it happens. 

We’re on the hunt together. It’s in the 
President’s interest that Al Qaida be 
brought to justice, and it’s in our interest. 
And we collaborate and we strategize and 
we talk a lot about how best to do this. 

Q. So you do have permission to go in-
side Pakistan? 

President Bush. All I can tell you is, is 
that when Usama bin Laden is found, he 
will be brought to justice. And that’s what 
we’ve continually discussed. 

President Musharraf. May I add? 
President Bush. Yes, please. 
President Musharraf. I think, as the 

President said, we are on the hunt together 
against these people. Now why are we 
bothering—or how to—the semantics of the 
tactics of how to deal with the situation? 
We will deal with it. We are on the hunt 
together. You want the person—if at all 
we confront him, if at all we find out his 
location, we are quite clear what to do. 

But let’s not get involved in how it ought 
to be done, by whom it ought to be done. 
There’s total coordination at the intel-
ligence level between the two forces. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 10:45 Oct 01, 2010 Jkt 211655 PO 00000 Frm 00381 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\211655A.012 211655Arm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
29

S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

E
A

R
IN

G



1694 

Sept. 22 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

There’s coordination at the operational 
level, at the strategic level, even at the tac-
tical level. So therefore, we are working 
together, and when the situation arises, we 
need to pick the right decision to strike. 
That’s how I—— 

President Bush. You probably don’t want 
to let them know what we’re thinking about 
anyway, do we? 

President Musharraf. And may I also say 
that we need to have—ladies and gentle-
men here, we have the pieces of—a rela-
tionship is trust and confidence. Now, if 
we don’t have that trust and confidence 
in each other, and we think that we are 
bluffing each other—I don’t think that’s a 
good way of moving forward, anyway. 

Kashmir/Situation in the Middle East 
Q. Mr. President, I have two-part ques-

tion. And first, I must—[inaudible]—the re-
marks which you gave at the outset about 
President Musharraf. And second is, Mr. 
President, in Pakistan, we cherish the idea 
of having strategic and long partnership 
with United States of America. But we 
found that there is—a discriminate reality 
is being followed by your great country per-
taining to the—[inaudible]—of the nuclear 
technology for the peaceful purpose. Paki-
stan needs energy, and we have been de-
nied of that. Could you ensure us that this 
discrimination will come to an end after 
this great meeting with President 
Musharraf? 

And the second part of my question, Mr. 
President, is that President Musharraf has 
been asking resolution of the problem of 
Palestine and Kashmir for the sustainable 
peace in the world, especially in this part 
of the world. Aren’t you going to con-
template—are you contemplating some step 
to take, some initiative to resolve these two 
problems? 

And question for Mr. President is, is how 
far did—— 

President Musharraf. Three in one. 
[Laughter] 

President Bush. If I ask him—then I’ll 
remember yours. 

Q. ——talk about these discussions with 
President Bush and the agenda, the item 
for which you are going to take up with 
the President of the United States, how 
far have you been successful? Thank you, 
sirs. 

President Bush. Man, you represented 
the entire press corps there; that’s good. 
[Laughter] We talked about energy, and 
we talked about our need to work through 
the recent history that we’ve had together 
on dealing with proliferation matters. 

Secondly, in terms of Kashmir and Pal-
estine, Kashmir issue will be solved when 
two leaders decide to solve it. And we want 
to help. The United States can’t force na-
tions to reach an agreement just because 
we want there to be an agreement. Lasting 
agreements occur when leaders of nations 
say, ‘‘Let’s get the past behind us, and let’s 
move forward.’’ 

I am encouraged by the meetings that 
the President and the Prime Minister of 
India have had. It is an indication that 
there is desire at the leadership level to 
solve this long-standing problem. 

Leadership is also going to be required 
between Israel and Palestine. We, of 
course, can help and will help. But it’s im-
portant for you to understand that we can-
not impose peace. We can help create the 
conditions for peace to occur. We can lay 
out vision. We can talk to world leaders, 
and we do. We can provide aid to help 
institutional building so that a democracy 
can flourish. 

But ultimately, peace, longstanding 
peace, depends upon the will of leaders. 
I’m impressed by this President’s will to 
get something done in Kashmir. He and 
I have talked about this issue in the past. 
He has said he was going to reach out 
to the Prime Minister of India, and he has. 
And our hope is that this process continues 
forward. 

I asked the President, just like I would 
ask the Prime Minister of India, what can 
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we do to help? What would you like the 
United States to do to facilitate an agree-
ment? Would you like us to get out of 
the way? Would you like us not to show 
up? Would you like us to be actively in-
volved? How can we help you, if you so 
desire, achieve peace? And that’s the role 
of the United States, as far as I’m con-
cerned. 

President Musharraf. Thank you. I think 
I’ve already answered. We’ve had far-reach-
ing discussion encompassing bilateral issues, 
regional, and international. I think we have 
general consensus on all issues. 

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. Good job. 

President Musharraf. Thank you. 
President Bush. Buy the book. [Laughter] 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 10:21 a.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. In his remarks, he referred to 
Sehba Musharraf, wife of President 
Musharraf; Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
of India; President Hamid Karzai of Afghani-
stan; and former Deputy Secretary of State 
Richard L. Armitage. 

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Kenneth L. Wainstein as Assistant 
Attorney General for National Security at the Department of Justice 
September 22, 2006 

I am pleased the Senate has confirmed 
Kenneth Wainstein as the first Assistant At-
torney General for National Security at the 
Department of Justice. As head of this new 
division, Ken will bring together our na-
tional security, counterterrorism, counter-
espionage, and foreign intelligence surveil-
lance litigation under one Assistant Attor-
ney General. Ken is an effective leader, 

who will play an important role in our ef-
forts to combat terrorism. 

Ken’s confirmation fulfills one of the crit-
ical recommendations of the WMD Com-
mission and further strengthens our ability 
to protect all Americans. 

I urge the Senate to give all my nomi-
nees a prompt up-or-down vote. 

The President’s Radio Address 
September 23, 2006 

Good morning. This week, I traveled to 
New York City to address the United Na-
tions General Assembly. In my speech to 
the leaders gathered there, I spoke about 
a more hopeful world that is within our 
reach, a world beyond terror, where ordi-
nary men and women are free to determine 
their own destiny, where the voices of mod-
eration are empowered, and where the ex-
tremists are marginalized by the peaceful 
majority. 

I said that every nation must make a 
choice: We can support the moderates and 
reformers working for change across the 
broader Middle East, or we can yield the 
future to the terrorists and extremists. 
America has made its choice: We’re stand-
ing with the moderates and reformers. 

In New York, I met with two such lead-
ers, President Talabani of Iraq and Presi-
dent Abbas of the Palestinian Authority. In 
my meeting with President Talabani, I told 
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